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HABS/HAERINVENTORY
 
See "HABS/HAER Inventory Guldellne.- before filling out this card. 

1. NAME(S) OF STRUCTURE 

State Bridge Number 160 

2. LOCATION 

Maryland Avenue over Little Mill Creek 
Wilmington, New Castle County, Delaware 

3. DATE(S) OF CONSTRUCTION 

1931 
4. USE (ORIGINAL/CURRENT) 

Vehicular 
5. RATING 
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8. CONDITION 

Good: Some spalling and calcium stains on underside. 

State Bridge Number 160 is a filled, solid spandrel concrete arch bridge with a span length of 50'-0" and an arch rise of 7'-0". It carries four lanes of traffic 
and a 6'-0" sidewalk on each side for a total horizontal clearance of 48'-0". The substructure consists of concrete abutments with concrete u-shaped wing 
walls. The parapet consists of a concrete railing and open rectilinear concrete balustrade above the arch. Solid concrete blocks top the wing walls. An 
incised line along the arch ring provides emphasis. 

Delaware Department of Transportation records state that Bridge 160 was built in 1931 by the Levy Court of New Castle County. Original drawings are 
on file at the Department. These drawings show the bridge's configuration and construction details, including ornamental ,light standards no longer on 
the bridge. The drawings indicate the existence of an earlier stone bridge at this site, stating "rip rap new fill with masonry available from present bridge". 
Also noted was that a millstone on a pedestal to the south of the bridge was from Richardson Mill, located approximately 100 yards away; dating to about 
1684, it was one of the first mills in Delaware. The contractor for construction of the 1931 concrete bridge was Ed. Daylor of Coatesville, Pennsylvania 
for approximately $15,000. The Warner Company of Wilmington supplied the concrete used lin construction. The roadway width was designed to 
accommodate the future addition of a trolley line as well as vehicular traffic. According to the drawings, the bridge is designed to carry both a 32 ton trolley 
and a 20 ton truck. The construction of the bridge coincided with another Levy Court project, the development of Richardson Park adjacent to the bridge. 
The opening of the bridge and park was commemorated with a celebration involving speakers and a parade on November 21, 1931. 

State Bridge Number 160 is an example of a solid spandrel, filled concrete arch bridge, ornamented in a simplified 1930s version of "park style" bridges. 
This embellished arch contributes to the park setting and is considered a good example of the type. 
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